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SUNBEAM 1936, 37, 38, 39. Now still available, complete 

half-years si;litable for binding. Jan.-June 37, Jan.-June 39, 

July-Dec. 38, Jan.- June 38. £45 per half-year for this rare 

comic. Also single issues £1. 75. 

PUCK in the 20's £1.50 per copy. Thousands of others. 

You name it " 

SPECIAL 01rFER. Very large quantities of "TRUE BLUE" 

by Aldine's. ~loured front covers. Turn of the century. 

Singles and ~,ound; offers. Other Aldines. 

POPULARS Old series and later. Some more early Magnets 

and Gems. 

MICKEY ~ USE WEEKLY. Complete year unbound 1957 

(52) £40. 0 hers. 

Over 100,00~~ Comics and Boys' Papers all periods. 
10,000 Boys hardbacks, many with very attractive pictorial 

covers not sieen today. Popular author s including Henty. 

Your Wants .. Please chase me from time to time. I'd like 

to advertise every book but this is just not possible. 

Visitors ver y welcome, but please ring first. Come and see 

Aladdin's C ,ve. There's nothing like it. 

STOP PR~~ - Early bound volumes of Magnets and Gems. 

NORMAN SHAW 

84 Belvedere Road, Upper Norwood, London S.E.19 2HZ 
Nearest station (B.R.) Crystal Palace 

Telephone 01-771-9857 
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MOR E ON THE HARDBACKS 

Last month r mused on an old story by Talbot Baine s Reed. 
Still on the same wavelength, I hav e turned this month to "Th e Head 
of Kay ' s", one of the earl y school storie s written by P. G. Wodehouse 
who was destined to beco me famous for hi s adult humorou s fi c tion. 
The Wodehouse schoo l stori es are c lassics of th eir type. Six of these 
stories were re-published a decade ago by Souveni r Press. Early 
in th e century the y had been sedalise d and then published in book 
fo rm by Bla ck. The Souvenir editions are nic e ly produced with 
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att ractive dust jackets, and, probably, might stlll be obtainable. 
''The Head of Kay's'' is reminiscent of Desmond Coke's "Worst 

House at Sherborough", a sto ry originally serialised, in the Captain , 
I believe, under the lesser title of "Wilson' s". I imagine that the 
Wodehouse tale ca me first, and Coke may have based his better 
story upon it. 

"Head of Kay's" is the Wodehouse tale which has a character, 
Jimmy Silver, and it is a que stio n whether Hamilton, when he created 
Rookwood, may have lifted his leading character from th e Wodehouse 
ta le. 

In Kay's, Jimmy Silv e r is a prominent senior, though not the 
leading character. I haven't studi ed the matter closely, but I incline 
to the view tha1t "He ad of Ka y's" ma y have been the first, or near 
the beginning, of the Wodehouse sc hool yarns. 

It is not a great story . It is not particularly weJl-balanced. 
It opens at Eck leton School at the end of the summer t erm. There 
is a cricke t match. Kay's House will probably win, for the Head 
Boy, Fenn - the only good player in the House - is one of those 
chaps who can win a game on his own. But Mr. Kay, the house­
master, detains Fenn so that he only ar riv es on the scene when 
it is too late to save the game. Mr. Kay is rather an unbelievable 
housemaster. 

Then comes the summer vac ation, and, for no practicaI reason , 
we get a chapter or two with many Eckleton seniors in an army 
camp at Aldershot. 

Then, ba-ck at school, fv1r. Kay arranges for Kennedy, close 
friend of Jimmy Silver, to be transferred fr om his present House 
to become Head Boy at Kay's. And it is Kenn edy who is, presum­
ably, the "Head of Kay's" of the tit le. And he clashes with the 
previous Head Boy , Fenn. 

As l said, not a strikingly good tal e , and lack ing the Wodehouse 
type of humour. All the same, it is rea dable, and holds the interest. 

rn one place we find someone waiting, like Peri, at the gates 
of Paradise, a familiar reference in Harniltonia, a few years later. 

The boy s in "Head of Kay ' s" lack the face t iousne ss of many 
of the Wodehou:se later school characters - and it is none the worse 
for that. 

THE FLOODED SCHOOL 
This montlh., 50 years ago, Danny was reading a Gem tale 

ent itled "Washed Out". Many years earlier, way back in 1912, the 
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same sto,ry had been entitled "The Flooded School". It was always 
one of my favourites as a youngster, and I still love it. 

Constant heavy rainfall had caused the r iver near St. Jim' s 
to burst its banks, and th e old school was flooded, a happening enjoyed 
by the boys and the read ers, but not so attractive to the adults 
in the narrative - Mr. Selby, for instance. In this very wet summer 
of 1985, those of us who are yearn ing for sunsh ine have seen weather 
of a similar kind and we can sympathise with Mr. Selby. 

As with very many of the plots of the blue cover Gem era, 
Hamilton never repeated the theme, to the best of my recollection. 
J used t:o think, when Hamilton was writing the Bunt er books of 
the post war years and repeating his more recent plots, that it was 
strange that he djd not go back to the blue Gem or the red Magnet 
and give a new airing to some of those truly excellent plots of his 
Edwardian and early George the Fifth days. 

THE METAL TICKETS 

I wonder whether many readers remember the metal "tickets" 
which were issued long ago at the payboxes in some of the newer 
silent cinemas. The cashier had a number of small handles before 
her, each for the purpose of issuing tickets of different prices -
say, 3d, 6d, 9d, and 1/-. lf you asked for three ninepennies she 
would turn the appropriate handle three times, and three me ta l tickets 
- possibly round or a couple of inches squa re - would pop up before 
you , stamped with the appropriate price. The tickets were collected 
wh<>n vn1 •1 pnt<=>r<>rl th<> ~11rlit-nri11m ,:,nrl fn11nrl th.,; .. u,o., h ,.,,-,1, .,,... .,h,... 
, .. ,...__ ,, J "-'""._ -• •'- ...:.;• -- ,.,. • .._.._.. \.A--• "V•.&-• ••, i..a••- '-V""''.._.. \.l ev•• YYUJ UO\.....-". L.V \.LIO 

machine iin due course . 
It shows how sta ble prices were in those far-off days. Tickets 

in metal, , with the prices embossed on them, would not last long 
nowadays with prices rising every so often. 

BLAKIA NA 

Our Sexton Blake fans, for quite a few years now, seem to 
be few on the ground . In consequence , our Blakiana Co lumn is 
langui shing . ls Blake no longer a character who can ma int ain a 
regular Column on his own - or would it be better to make it an 
All Detective feature, cover ing any popular detectlve of fiction? 
Mr. Loft!S's fascinating History of the great ' tee is drawing to a 
close. When that is ended, is the great Sex.ton to fade as a regular 
mainstay of a Column? Got any ideas? 

THE EDITOR 
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SEPTEMBER 1935 

The sto rie s in the Gem this month have been absolut ely tip ­

top. Quite th e best St. Jim 's tales Martin Clifford has ever written. 

The fi r st o f the month is "Th e My ste ry Man at St. J im' s and 

he is a cri minal who cal ls him self ''X " . He has co nduct ed any amount 

o f daring robb er ies, but he has elud ed the poli ce for years. Nobody 

has ever seen him; nobody has any idea even what he loo ks like . 

Yet he al ways warn s hi s vi c tims in advance when he is going to 

carry out a robbery . And he always succee ds. 

[nto thi s story comes a relativ e of Per cy Mellish, the cad of 

the Fourth . He is Capt ain Mellish and everybody like s and adm i res 

him, and Percy get s some reflected glory . In this sto ry, the myster­

ious "X" tel ls Dr . Ho lmes tha t he, "X", is goin g to st eal th e Head' s 

Rembrand t painti ng. So the Hea d, Mr . Rallton, Kildar e, Captain 

Melli sh - all stro ng and healthy people, sit up late at ni ght t o keep 

watch on t he Re mbra ndt in the H ead's study. But "X" ge ts away 

with it, a II th e same. 
The foll owing month ca me t he sequel entitled "Mr . ''X" 

Un masked " . T he H ead calls in the fa mous detective, Ferre rs Loc ke, 

and, with Guss,y 's assist ance, t he detect ive bags the crimina l and 

unm asks the ma ster thi ef. And when they learn who "X " really 

is eve ryb ody at St . Jim' s is asto unded - but not the reader. The 

r eader had guessed all th e time . Lov ely pair of tales. 
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Next "Washed Out'', a great tale in which St. Jim' s is flooded, 
and Tom Merry dives into the quad from his study window to save 
Mr. Selby from drown ing. Reall y great. 

Final or the month is "Grimes Gets Going". Grimes, the 
grocer's boy, becomes a pupil at St . Jim' s, his rees being paid by 
Mr. Lumley-Lumley. The plot takes a bit of swallowing, but it' s 
an enjoyable yarn . It continues next month wi th Grimes a St. J im' s 
junior. 

The St. Frank's serial by E. S. Brooks "The Black Hand at 
St. Frank' s" has cont'inued in the Gem throughout the month. 

LuckHy the Pa cksa ddle tales have ended in the Gem, so the 
St . Jim's tales are now very much longer than they were. 

In real life, as the month comes to its end, war clouds are 
bla ck, owing to the threats from Mussolini, the Dictator of Italy. 
All the nation s exce pt one in the weak-kneed League of Nations 
seem scared of Mussolini. Britain is the only country in the League 
read y to stand up to the bullying tactics of Italy. And British 
warships are gathering in the Mediterranean . 

The Modern Boy is not all that hot at present. At the end 
of the month a new Biggies serial, "Biggies Flies East'', has started . 
But Captain Ju sti ce has been going strong all the month. In the 
fir st tale "The Stowaway Captain", Ju stic e quells a mutiny on the 
high seas and capt ures a destroyer . Next came "Wrecked in the 
Arctic", with Justice driving his runaw ay destr oye r through dense 
fog into a sea filled with icebergs. 

Then "Prisoners of the Ice", with Captain Justice stra nded 
on an ioeberg, which was th e last of that se rie s. In the last issue 
or the month a new Justi ce se rre s starts with "Int o the Unknown" 
with the Captain getting a message from outer space. There is 
also a new ra ilwa y se rie s by John Brearley entitled "Chums of the 
Jungl e R;:1ilway". 

Munn and I spent a weekend with a friend of hers who lives 
at Kingston ~on-Th ames. There is a huge shop there named Bentall' s. 
A love ly place. In the eve ning we went to Kingston Empire and 
saw a lovely variety bill which included Nat Gonella and his 
Georgians. Quintette; Jimmy Jame s & Co. in a sketch; Donald Peers 
who calls himself the Cavalier of Song, and Revnell & West who 
are two marvellous lad y comedians . A fine show, with a lovety 
resident orchestra. 

In the new Schoolboys' Own Librarie s, the Greyfriars story 
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is "F oes of the Sahara". Thi s is the end of the holiday story about 

the ch um s and ithe C liff House girl s seeking the kidnapped Ali Ben 

Yusef in the Sahara Desert . A lovely tale . The other S.O.L . is 

"The Cheerio Catstaways'' which is a Grim slade affair, collected from 

the Rang er. Si;,c schoolboys and th ei r Headmaster are stranded on 

an unknown island in t he hear t of the Atlant ic. All about Jim Dain t y 

& Co., plus their Head, Dr . Sammy Sparshott, plus a ruthless scoun­

drel nam ed Ezra Sarson . 
I al so had a Boys ' Fr iend Libr ary entitled ''Slade of the Yard" 

by Richard Essex. This is a crime story, and a good exc it ing thriller. 

Speaking of thrillers, the paper named "The Thriller" is giving 

away a 48-pag e guide t o the Football Pools, and each week the paper 

publishes a list of the probable results of all the matches to help 

people who enter for the Pools. 
Some good fi !ms in the local ci nemas. Ther e have been tw o 

big air pi ct ure s. One is "Devil Dogs of the Air " with Jame s Cag ney 

and Pat O'Bri eni and Margaret Lindsay in a jolly and exciting film 

about the Marin e Flying Corps . The other air picture is ''West Point 

of the Ai r' ' starring Wal lace Beery who is an army sergeant who 

has a son who is an air cadet , played by Robert Young. 

Irene Dunne is in a nice Ii ttl e musical "Sweet Adeline'', and 

Maurice Chevalier is in a more c lassic musical , "M an from the Folie s 

Berge re". 
Ginger Rogers is in "Rom ance o f Manhattan", and Robert Donat 

and Madel eine Car roll are in a scrumptious British th rill er "The 39 

Steps ". 
A tr uly great Dicken s production is "David Copperfield" with 

Freddie Bartholomew as young David and frank Lawton as David 

grown-up . W. C. Fi elds is Mi ca wber and Edna May Oli ver is Aunt 

Betsy . A truly love ly one, this. 
A nice Ii ttle murder myste ry is in "After Offi ce Hour s" with 

Clark Gabl e and Constance Bennett . 

A sli ghtl y dull musical is "R oberta" starring Ir ene Dunne, with 

smal l parts being played by Ginger Rogers and Fre d Astaire who liven 

things up each time they appear . 
An eerie story set in an old hosue came with "M ark of the 

Vampire" st arrirng Lionel Barrymore, and the second feature in thi s 

programme was a delightful film called ''Grand Old Girl" sta rrin g 

May Robson. 
The first two Magnet tales of the month brought the conc lusion 



Page 9 

of the summer holiday series set at Portercliffe Hall. Somewhere, 
in or urnder Lord Portercliffe's ancestral mansion , lies a stack of 
hidden giold worth a million dollars. And Hiram K. Fish and his 
son, fisher T. fish, are after that hoard, as well as a sinister charac­
ter who wears a mask . And a lso in the picture are the Greyfriars 
chums, with Bun ter and Alonzo Todd, not to mention the oi1y, sinister 
but ler whose name is Chandos. These two stor ies are "The Man 
in the Mask" and the final one of the series "On the Trail of 
Treasure ". 

Then comes the opening two stories of a new series set at 
the school . There is plenty of noise as the new term opens at the 
school . And among the fifth formers is a new senior who calls 
himse lf Jim Warren. To Greyfriars Jim Warr en is a decent new 
boy - heir to a knighthood . But Harry Wharton has met the real 
Jim Warren, and he knows that this new chap at the school is an 
impostor. 

The:se two tales are "Under false Colours'' and "The Spy of 
the , fifth '' . The Magnet is always top-notch, and I like this new 
series which continues next month. 

NOTES ON "DANNY'S DIARY '' FOR SEPTEMBER 1935 

The stories in the Gem at this tbre were reprints of sane of the fines t 
stories of the Golden Age of the Blue Gem, a ti.Ire when Hamilton ' s finest work 
was poured into the pa.per in a continuous stream. 

The opening two stories of the month were probably the most famous twosane 
in t he Gern' s history - the story of Capta in Mellish and the Mysterious "X". 
They had a,ppeared originally in the late autumn of 1912 . "The Mystery Man of' 
St. Jim ' s" ( the drab 1935 titl e) had been "Baffl ed " in 1912 . A love ly old­
fashioned melodramatic title which lives down th e years. The sequ el , "Mr . "X" 
Unmasked" i n 1935 had bee n "Caug ht Redhanded " in 1912. 

O::ldly enough, this menorable pair was neve r reprinted in the Schoolboys ' 
Own Library , though it turned up once or twice in the Popular . It was r eprinted 
in the p:,st-war years by the Hamilton Museum Pressof Maidstone , under the titl e 
"The Myster ious "X;,,, - and pres umab ly went lik e a bomb . 

The 1935 story "Washed Out" had been "The Flooded School" a few weeks before 
the Captain Mellishs stories . Surely a ta l e which no schoolboy cou ld resist, 
and much loved down the years . 

"Grirne,s Gets Going " of 1935 had been "Grimes of the Fourth" in early December 
1912 , the opening story of another twosome . Fran the carrron sense viewp,int, 
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it was inconceivabl•e that an al.most illiterate lad like Grimes could ever have 

becc:me a st . Jim ' s junior , but the pair provide novelty, a good deal of excite­

ment , and a measw:e of pathOs. These tales show Lumley-Lumley at his roost 

attractive . 
s.o.L . No . 251 "Foes of the sahara" CCl!!Prised the last three stories of 

the a-story Sahara s1eries of the Magnet of late surrmer 1924. 

r believe that the film "Rcberta" was the first one in which Ginger Rogers 

and Fred Astaire appeared together. Though original! y they did not star in the 

film , their appearances in it alla.ied them to steal the picture , and their famous 

partnership followed . 

* * * * * * * * * * * ** * * * * * * * * * ** *"* * * * * 

'· ~. . .. 
,!_ • ... ... 
. "'"-· 

{\:.\ ~: -~. ~ 

I BLAKIANA 

FORTY YEARS OF SEXTON BLAKE (Pan 12) BY W.O.G. Lofts 

The year of 1968 could be said to be Sexton Blakes revival 

year - which incidently was his 75th year of publication. Apart 

from the T. V. series mentioned recently, he also had appeared on 

radio , the scripts being written by Gerald Verner the old Blake 

writer. In the written word he was st ill appearing in the monthly 

Mayfair paperbacks - plus a new venture by Howard Baker, original 

stories in hardback . 
This was mot all as Dean and Son were to publish in hardback 

a short ser ies of stories from pre-war Sexton Blake Library tales 

for the ch ildr en' s market . On top of all th is th e weekly boys picture 

paper Valiant was to have picture strip stories based on the T. V. 

serie s that featured Laurence Payne. There would also be a Sexton 

Blake Annual published by Fleetway with pictures and text. 

Commercial isation was getti ng in the act with bubble-gum, and a 

Lone Star Sexton Blake detection Ki t . So Blake was catering for 

both ch ildr en arnd adult markets - the T. V. series incidently appearing 

at 4.30 in the afternoon in the children's programm e time - so it 
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must be classed as catering for that age group. 
To celebrate a11 this, f leetway held a special Sexton Blake 

coc ktail party held in the oak panneled Directors' suite at the top 
floor of the New Fleetway House. All sorts of distinguished guests 
were invited including many from the press and T. V. mediums. Both 
Bria n Doyle and myself were invited - on the guest list - our quali­
fication being 'Historians of Boys' fiction'. Apart from W. Howard 
Baker, Eric Parker, Gerald Verner was present. A very tall man 
slightly stooped with age, he wore a big old brown overcoat that 
I was told he wore winter and su mmer, brown trilby, glasses, and 
rather pointed nose. I only had a chance to say a few words with 
him, before being introduced to other guests - but he did t ell me 
that his real name was Gerald Verner, and he was born in London . 

Editor of Valiant boys paper was Jack Le Grand - an extr emely 
nice and pleasant chap who had been on Fil m fun department most 
o f his career at Amalgamated P ress - and whom I saw a great deal 
of in years to come. Ja ck had written a number of Jack Keen det ec­
tive tales in Film Fun - and I can well remember sayi ng that his 
current Valiant Sexton Blake serial entitled ''The House of a Thousand 
Per ils" reminded me of the old Bullseye type of serials that was 
in the Film Fun department. 

As a momenta - we were all presented with a large Sexton 
Blake folder that contai ned amongst many other things, a short history 
of Blake written by myself (subbed by the P.R .O. 'Shirley Long'), 
the very first picture of Blake, Guest Lists and so on. One of the 
prize items of my small Sexton Blake co iiectio n, and a reminder 
of a very happy event, and on the 75th birthd ay of our favourite 
detective . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
ANOTHER OLD READER PASSES 

We mu~;t regret to record the death in J une of Miss Ivy Lees . Miss Lees, 
who lived :in a small village j ust outside Canterbury, was an enthusias t ic sup­
p::>rter of S . P .C. D. for a great many years. She ha d a deep affection for all 
the Hamil te>n main schools , but the wannest spot in her loyal heart was reserv ed 
f or the Gem. 

It was mainly due to Miss Lees' in s i stence that we ser i al i sed "Tom Merry 
Cavalcade" las t year , She wrote at fair l y frequent intervals, and constan tly 
ended her letters with "When are you going to .nm the T. M. Cavalcade aga in ?" 
And at lon9 last we did - in plenty of time for this warm-hearted lady to enjoy 
it. We shall miss her . 
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A LETTER FROM ST. FRAN K'S by an Old Boy 

With the summer holidays fa st approaching thoughts on where 

to spend them aire r if e. Man y of the j uniors will accompany their 

parent s on trip s abroad, but one suggest ion seems to be very popular 

and that is another carava n tour of England that was so successful 

some time ago. Wandering the back roads of Britain by hor se-drawn 

ca ravan is about as idyllic an ex ist ence as many young peopl e would 

imagine indulging in . 
Lessons and the restrictions of schoo l lif e are happily remote 

from sizzling bacon simm ering in a frying-pan beside a stre am. 

N ipper refrieshed my memor y. There were four caravans drawn 

by four splendid Clydesdales, and al tho ugh jogging along th e highway 

would appear to be a peacefu l tour yet on that occas ion the jun iors 

had many adveflciures as they travelled around. 

Jt sounds an easy going pro gra mm e but it could be very 

different now. Grassy spots to call home fo r the night are scarc er 

than they seem, unless one i s prepared to ignor e their recent occ upa­

tion by cows - and unl ess one start s looking for them at fir st light 

nothing is more sure that one will be still hunting for a campsite 

at midnight . 
However, where would Brit ai n stand today had it not been for 

adventurous boys who late r developed into brave men. 

Nipper recollected that the Clydesdales ca n aver age about 30 

miles a day. Th at is a fair ste p. But what happens when th ere 

is a gap between shops of about 40 miles . When one has run out 

of bread, tea, etc. 
But apart from little inconveniences it is a health y life having 

the freedom of th e road s. With the st ars for yo ur ce iling and th e 

the moon for your readin g lamp you ca n Jet the rest of the world go by. 
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One cannot guarantee simi lar experiences that befell the jogging 
juniors on those occasions, but to drift slowly through the villages 
and hamlets of Eng land's pleasant land cornpensates for little troubles 
that may occur. Or big troubles for what happens when a horse 
breaks down or even pegs out on you . Although a dead eng ine is 
bad enough, at least one can call the A.A. A dead horse, a ll 
2,000 lbs. of it, could be a bit of an embarrassment, especially if 
all one had to dig with were the hearth shovel used for col lecting 
crumbs from the breakfast table. 

But I feel sure the boys will not be deterred by facts and 
figures of what might happen . One may traverse the counties and 
shires of England in a caravan without any incident or untoward 
event happening. But you can depend on the junior s of St. rank 's 
findi ng adventures without searching for them . Of cou rse, caravans 
have a very restricted space and is not conducive to add to the 
hol iday spirit when it rains . You can't retreat to a favourit e den. 
But yo u can't have everything . 

Most people spend their holidays 
there wh ich cannot be a holiday at all . 
th e country lanes with a hors e in front 
may not be the pana ce a for all ills but 
muc h more healthier . 

rushing her e and speeding 
But to s teadily jog a long 
instead of a noisy engine 

it can be very restful and 

After all, we all go too fast today that we have no ti me to 
stop and stare . 

"NIPPER 'S NOTE BOOK" by C . H. Churchill 

In early 19 17 a new ser ies of stories was announced in th e 
Nelson Lee - ''Stor ies from Nipper's Notebook'' by th e author of th e 
"Jim the Penman " series. The first one appeared in No. 96 dat ed 
7 /4/17 entitled ''Nipper' s Note Book or the vengeanc e of Part eb 
Singh" . Thi s, by the way, was as mentioned by me, recently, th e 
only Lee story re-issued as an Inspector Cro mwel l s to ry almost word 
for word except for a ltered nam es . It was published as par t of 
a three story book by Collins in 1949 and entitled "Road to Murder". 
The other two episo des we re also concerned with incidents ''on the 
road" . In this particular story, Lee and Nipper came acro ss an uncon­
scious man lying in th e road wh ile motoring on their way home one 
evening from th e coast. They were travelling by motor bike and 
sidecar which was very modern in 1917. When the stor y was re­
issued in 1949 Lee and Nipper beca me Inspector Cromwell and 



Page 14 

Sergeant List er drivin g in Johnny Li ste r's rac ing car . Some diff erence 

here but the sto.ry was the same. 
Thes e "note: book" tale s appear ed in and out until the St . Fr ank 's 

sto ries c omm ence d in No. t 12. There were ten in all and inc luded 

the famo us No . 105 "The Ivory Seeker s" wh ich introd uced Lord 

Dorri more and U m losi . The Lee number s of these were Nos. 96, 

97, 100, 103, 105, 109, 110, 111, 119 and 124. All wer e reall y very 

good detec tiv e y arns, especia ll y Nos. 97, 105 and 109. I can confi ­

dentl y recommend anyone who does not possess th em to bor row the m 

from the Nelson Lee library now managed by Bill Bradfo rd . 

I n actuality, the St. Frank ' s stories wer e fi rst mentio ned as 

bein g fro m "Nipper' s Note Book" but thi s was dropped aft er a few 

numbers. One supposes t hat these new school/ detective st ories were 

an experiment and could easi ly be dropped if they prove d unpopular. 

Little co uld anyone have thought at that time how fa mous St. Frank's 

was to become and how many years it was t o last. The sad thing 

is that one fee ls it was allowed to lapse thr ough what I can only 

desc rib e as inefficiency of mana gement . It shoul d certai nl y have 

survived until the war as so many others did. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

.. ~·. ~-==~--
~-~~·- ~~~Z·~' --~~~~~ 

No. 206 - Magnets 1012- 1 3 - The Bounde r' s Good Turn Series 
by Roger M. Jen kins 

from th e end of the Dalla s seri es until the beginning o f the 

South Seas series, Herbert Vernon-Sm ith was very much of a lone 

wolf , since Redw i ng had been so offended by recent events that 

he left Gr eyfria rs and surr endered the scho larship that the Bounder's 

fath er had spec iall y founded with Redw ing in min d. Skinner deserted 

Snoop and Scott and took Redwing 's place in Stu dy No. 4, but this 

was not all milk and hooey becau se palling with the Bounder cou ld 
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be a tempestuous affair. During those thirteen weeks of Redw ing's 
absence, the Bounder was involved in a number of remarkable affairs, 
but none quite so memorable as the series in Magnets 1012-13. 

Vernon -Smith cou ld be quite quixotic at times and the series 
started with h is trying for Marjorie's sake to prevent Hazelden e 
from making a fool of himself. There can be no doubt that 
Hazeldene, weak, touchy, and petulant, was an excellently drawn 
character bc;1sed on real life, and th ose acquainted with Charles 
Hamil to n''s domestic affairs might be able to guess at the origin 
of the cha racter. Hazeldene had been sent a five -p ound note by 
a kind uncle, and the Bounder attempted to prevent him from gamb­
ling it away. His actions were misconstrued and as he was too proud 
to explain he was given a form ragging. Hi s new pal, Skinner, was 
highly amused at this and shared his amusement with eve ry one. 
When Wharton knew and went to apolog ise he found the Bounder 
was too i.ncensed to listen. 

The second number of the series contained some fine writing 
and ingenious situations . In pursuance o f his feud with Whar ton, 
the Bound er boasted that he would not attend compulsory games 
practice the next day, and contrived to mak e an issue of it. He 
then managed to convince Mr. Quelch that he genuinely wished to 
try for the Head' s Latin medal. As Charles Hamilton said, "Pulling 
Mr . Quel ch' s leg was an amusement somewhat akin to twisting a 
tiger's ta1il". The Rem ove master kindly gave him extra tuition and 
a note to excuse him from games practi ce, and all might have been 
well had not Bunter sought to emulate him by asking to enter for 
the Medal if he too could have a similar note. The mann er in which 
Mr. Quelch invest igated the matter and pinned down Vernon-Smith 
was an impressive example of cross-examination. The feud between 
Wharton and the Bounder was played out to a most unusual climax. 

It i:s difficult not to wond er, as one per uses Magnets of 1927 
and thereabouts, how writing of thi s quality could ever have appear ed 
in such am ephemeral format. Not only did the plot possess features 
of an absolutely novel nature but there was als o the fact that the 
characters of the two protagonists, Wharton and Vernon-Smith, were 
displa yed impartially, neither w i th out fault or redeeming feature. 
It is as though Charles Hamilton at this time was assuming an Olym­
pian detatchment, an ominiscience which allowed him t o present to 
the reader an unvarnished pict ure of human natur e in all its varying 
moods. Th ere used to be an advertising slogan "Tt is impossible 
not to be thrill ed by Edgar Walla ce ". I should be inclined to say, 
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"It is i mpo ssibl e not to be enthr alle d by Char les Hamilton''· 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

~ey 
W. G. B. 

EDWARD BALDOCK 

When one consider s the di smay ing thought t hat William George 

Bunter mi ght never have been but for a small quirk of f ate. (t 

is an inter estin g exe rci se to ponder how th e Gr eyfriars ' saga would 

have developed with out him . Edward Young has told us in hi s 'Ni ght 

Th ough ts ' that ' Fame is the shade of immor ta lit y '. Bunter was 

brought into bei1ng and then alm ost at once put asid e. Was he not, 

tog eth er w it h a ll his fatuit y and endless potential, stow ed away in 

the r ecesse s of a drawer and more or less fo rgott en unt i l lat er be ing 

resur r ec ted and dusted off, he wa~ launched upon his Greyfriars ' 

career as the Owl of the Remove and set firml y upon the road t o 

fam e and world recognition ? What happy chance induced Charl es 

Hamilt on to pause and re serv e him for his subsequent fat e? We 

are told t hat hiis origin al appear ance was not particuiariy con spicuou s; 

destiny tak es odd and inexpli ca ble turns at t i mes. I magin e lif e wi t h­

out Bill y Bunter , tr y t o vi suali se th e Greyfriar s' stor y with out the 

fat owl. 
'r say you fell ows!' T hat querul ous and by now c lassic exc lam a­

ti on r ing s down., not only the Remove passage at Grey fr iars ' school, 

i t echoes down t he corridor s o f lim e it self, so familiar has it become. 

An appeal for at t ent ion to usually unr esponsive school- fe ll ows. Once 

more a rum our is to be enlar ged upon, a prop ositi on advant ageous 

t o the fat owl him self, yet so couc hed as to be assumed as a heave n­

sent opportunit y for other fellow s Lo grasp and benefit th ereby -

or - most lik ely of a ll a bitt er cr i ti c ism o f t he Post Offi ce fo r 

fa iling, once more , to produ ce th e lon g expe c ted postal ord er. 

William George Bunter, fat, ro tund to a degre e, an unsavoury 

member of the Remov e, lar ge ly unw ashed, usuall y sti cky and alw ays 
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presenting a seedy and grubby appearance. A waistcoat stra i ning 
at every button and trousers stretched to splitting point, glimmering 
spectacles and a certain craftiness of expres sion, such is this ornament 
of the Remove. Yet this unlikely material wa s destined to be referr ed 
to as the 'million pound schoolboy'. What wa s the hidden - for con­
cealed it must have been - fascination of William George Bunter 
which enabled him to become a household word throughout the world ? 
With so few redeeming qualities, this is something of a myster y. 
Certainly it could not have been his physical appearan ce~ which 
wa s obese and frowsy in t he extreme, while his fr equent boastings 
of t i tl ed connections and perpetual dwelling upon his own non- exis t ent 
athletic and scholastic prowess, achieved little in endearing him to 
the least particular fellow s. His propensity for insinuating him self 
into compa ny which was obviously relu c tant to acc ept him was well 
known, and although largely accepted, was univer sall y condemned. 

Filial feeling tn the Bunter famil y we are told was anything 
but highly developed. William George's att i tude to ward s his minor 
Sammy and his sis ter Bessie is iluminating proof o f thi s. Self ishness 
and greed would appear to loom larg e in the Owl' s mak e-up . To 
thos e unaquaint ed with th ese l.ittl e foible s, he would seem t o be 
a complete outsider. We, who know him of old , can look upon his 
short-com ings and strong ly disapprov e of them, yet stil l retain a 
warm feel :ing for him, for do we not know our Bunter from a vast 
exp erience of his act iviti es that basica ll y he is his own wors t enemy? 
Mr. Quelch, his long- suff ering form-m aster, may fr equen t ly co ndemn 
and chasti:se him, yet ever. he. ~s not !ncapab!e of cast~ng a kindly 
if fr ost y eye on him w hen th e occa sion warrants. 

What were the attractions of th e Owl of the ~e move? Was 
it hi s unca nny abilit y t o be t he cent ral figur e in the e lucidatin g 
of so many pro blem s and myste rie s tim e and t ime again? To man age 
to be in th e vicinit y o f th e all-important key -h ole at the psycholog ical 
moment , to be put in to possession of the vi t al in formation and clues 
necessary for c learing the name of some member of the school fr om 
ign omin y? Co uld it have been that he was a unique figure at Gr ey­
fri ar s in t hat he was t he odd man out? Ce rt ainl y he had no peers 
ot her thani his mino r Samm y who pl aye d a relative ly small part in 
the Gre y f1riars' st orie s. [n t hi s sense Bunt er had no ri va ls. Most 
f e ll ows co uld see in th eir conte mporar ies certain simil ari ti es of 
ch ar acte r as t hey th emselves possessed and who could be viewed 
in the same light . 
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The Owl., however, stands alone in his grubby and unsalubrious 
splendour as it were. Herein may lie the key to his popularity. 
His falls from grace were so frequent as to become a natural part 
of his normal behaviour. Just one such fall by almost any other 
member of the Remove would have placed him outside the pale for 
an indefinite period and would have needed several terms to live 
down. Not so Bunter, he was expected to outrage the normal canons 
of good taste and civilised behaviour, it became expec ted of him 
and sadly he seldom let his form-master or his school-fellows down. 

No amounit of whacking, kicking, bumping or ragging seems 
to have any perceptible effect on his conduct, no appeal to an 
improbable better self has produced any lightening of the gloom. 
Those tight trousers have been thudded bypractically every boot in 
the Remove and not a few beyond over the years, bringing about 
no visjble or lasting change of pattern in his conduct. Bunter, it 
would appear, Jis incorrigible, and of course we would have him no 
other way. It would not be the traditional fat Owl if regular ablu­
tions became tlhe vogue, if the pilfering of tuck from studies were 
to cease and, if, heaven forbid, he suddenly became addicted to 
telling the plain unvarnished truth upon all occasions. No, we prefer 
our Bunter unscrupulou s, unwashed and steeped in his manifold 
iniquit ie s and imperfections. Life without him would be akin to 
existence without our morning cup of tea or indeed our monthly 
Collectors' Digest. Doubtless we should survive, but how infinitely 
duller life would be under such circumstances. William George Bunter 
is firmly established as an institution, albeit a less than heroic one. 
His niche in the realms of boys' literature is assured and we must 
see to it that he is never usurped or denegrated in any way 

Whack! Whack! Whack! 
May Mr. Quelch's hand never lose its sinewy vigour and unerring 

expertise. 
'Yaroooooh!' 
May the echoes continue to reverberate and never cease. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
FOR SALE: duplicat ~! Nel son Lee Library 0 / S and N/ S . Approx. 550 Thcrnson 
Publ i cations, eg.g •. Wiz ard, Hotspur, Rover, Etc., 1960- 1970c. Few Annuals . 

Var i ous other bits and pieces. Stamp please for de ta il s. Would exc han ge f or 
pre 1945 Sexton Blake Publica ti ons and S.B • .Annual s . 
KEN TC:MNSEND, 7 NOHTH CLOSE, WILLI NGTON, DERBY DE6 6 EA. 
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"HARRY WHARTON'S WIN" 
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Frank Richard s 
(Howard Baker Book Club 

"Special": £18) 

This is another truly splendid book in the Howard Baker "Book Cl ub Special" 
series, And it is, indeed, very special , 

I t c001prises si x Red Magnets in the period between the autumn of 1912 and 
the sumner cif 1913, 1912 and 1913 were times of "unusu al" stories in the Red 
Magnet , and 1several of these stories come into that very ''unusual" class . 

"For his Mother's Sake" (beautifully illustrated by Arthur Clarke} i s really 
a domestic drama. There has been a bre.ak-up in th .e Nugent hone , Mrs . Nugent 
having left her husband and l eft the family h.orne, She canes to th e Greyfriars 
district witn the specific i ntention of collecting her favour it e son, the spoiled 
younger boy, Dicky. The "ratters" of the Remove - Vernon-Smith, Snoop, etc ., 
stage a play whic;:h i s a skit on a broken marriage , In these days, actions of 
that sort s,;;ero unlikel y, but the drama.tic play , swiftJ.y checked by the decent 
chaps , provides a liv ely secondary bit of the plot . 

Contriv.ance .ends the drama , wi th Prank Nugent in a train smash , and the 
Nugent parents , reconciled, rushing to his beds id e . A rare and unusual tale . 

Then cotnes another quaint and entertaining yarn, "'!'he Terror of Greyfriars" , 
There is sane farce oanedy when Theophilus Flipps, the representative of a news­
pa~ , enters the Remove to collect material for a series of articles on lif e 
i n a school like Grey f riars. Chaos results . '!'his is the last Magnet illustrated 
by Arthur Clarke who died about this time, His work haa given great charm to 
the opening years 0£ the Red t-6..agnet. lii s place , th e follcming week , was take n 
by c , H. Chapna n , who i s reputed to have been ins uucted to rrodel himself on 
f""1 -.._1 .,.,.. ~..-..rl ,; ~ .:: c:o nTo +--+--,., l"'\'hu4r,.:, 1c t- h ;::r+ ht::) r1~A C::.A 
"-" ~CLL.1'- C t (..U.__J.U, °*..,_. 4PO J:-"~ '-'-'-:J .._,>.J.., J..'-"-- _ .. ...._.._ ., . ._. ~~ ...,_,. 

"Harry Wharton ' s Win", a story of rivalry Viii.th Ponsonby & Co . of Highcliffe, 
was in th e shops at Christmas t i.me 1912 , Pon & CO. give a danoe t o which the 
Cliff House girls are invited , and a Pink Hungarian band (whatever that was l ) 
i s engaged to f)l'ovide the dance music , Frank Nugent and Bob Cherry gatecrash 
as girls - Miss Frank e and Miss Bobbe - which sounds unlik elybut i t ' s all great 
nostalgic fun. 

"In Another ' s Name" is a familiar plo t down the years . cau gh t out of botmds 
poaching by an unsav oury cnar.;ic ter named Jem Gadd, Skinn er gives h is name as 
"Harry Whart ,on ", thus making troubl e for our hero . 

"The Sand(J';l Gir l a t Greyfda r s" is an unusu a l ta l e of qua,int charm . Johnny 
Bull ' s cousin , Mis s Fluff y, vis it s Greyfriars , and , with her unusual s tr ength , 
soon makes it:he fur fly, especia lly when Bunter asks for a kiss . Jem Gadd gets 
another airing in this one . 

Finally , in "Uncle Fi sh", Fisher T. Fi sh puts three brass balls outs id e 
his study do or, and opens up as a p:iwn-broker . Which is all rig ht ti ll Bunter 
starts pawnin g other people ' s belongings . 
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A superb volume of rar e and unusua l sty le stories . A joy for every Greyfriars 

fan , with binding that adds glory to any bookca se . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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Ealing, with associa t ions with both Frank Richa rds and Gilber t 

Chester, Is on,e o f the most popular of the var ious venu es that the 

c lub enjoys du1ring a year . A delightful place t o meet is the home 

of Bill and Th elm a Br adford, and, on the occa sion of the A ugust 

meeting, a ver y happy time was had by a good att endance. 

Millic ent Ly le read an addr ess of wel co me to Bob Whiter, who, 

afte r he had suit able thank ed her, co nduct ed a qui z which Roy Par sons 

won . Bill Bradford read an arti c le by Harold Griff iths ent i tled "Gold en 

Memorie s'' whi ch dealt with "Chums". Roy Pars on' s acr ost ic puzz le 

was won joint ly by Lesli e Rowley and Eri c La wre nce. 
Mar y Cad oga n exhibited dust covers of "Bu t For Bunter " and 

"Bunt er Sahi b" , and also copi es of the re-ed ited edit ion of "J ennin gs 

Goes to Schoo l". M ary mention ed that "You ' re a Bri ck , Angel a" 

is to be published in paperback . 
L aur ie Sutt on was the winn er of A lan Stew ar t 's quiz . finall y , 

Les Rowle y read a chapter fr om his Greyfr i ars book that was ent itl ed 

" Horror fo r Hacke r", a happy conclusion for an outstanding meeting. 

Nex t meet in g w i ll be at the home of Phyllis Godsave on Sunday, 

8th Sept ember. Kind ly bring your own comest ible s. 

NORTHERN 

Meeting held: Satur day, 10th Augu st, 1985 

BEN WHIT ER 

Chair man Kei th Smit h wel comed the twelve people present, 

with a specia l welcome to Pet er Plowman who was mak ing his first 
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vis.it. Best wishes were extended to Michael Bentley who had suffered 
a spell in hospital and was now at home. 

Molly Allison, our librarian, reported that Cliff Smith from 
St. Annes-·on-Sea, had donated to the Club Library a large collection 
oJ C.D.s which are a very welcome addition - thanks were given 
to Cliff Smith for his kind gesture. 

The question of increa sed rent for our premises was once again 
raised. Two members made a most generous offer which we were 
pleased to take up for the time being: so we shall continue to meet 
at the Ciity of Leeds Room at Leeds Parish Church unti.l we find 
any other suita ble accommodation. 

During the previous week, an art icle had appeared in our local 
evening paper concerning Darrell and his collect ion of William books. 
It was quite a good article and was much better than the ones we 
had seen in the pas~ 

Darrell was also ab le to report that two days previous, he had 
been to B,roadstairs and visited Miss Hood who seemed to be in good 
health and sent along her best wishes to all devot ees of Cha rles 
Hamilton's, works. 

"But For Bunter" to be published in September , was passed 
round the meeting. 

''Billy Bunter's Treasure Hunt" was a novel quiz from KeHh 
Atkinson . By answering 13 questions of a general nature, and using 
the first letter of each answe r, we were ab le to sort out the anagram 
of where the treasure was hidden . 

Keith Smith prese nted a superb item on :;Dick Turpin\ Keith 
had been interested in the exploits of thi s certa in gentleman for 
a number of years and it was not until he started to do some research 
amongst the many items he had at home, th a t he discovered ther e 
was a lot of information available . Keith was warml y applauded 
for an excell ent item. 

JOHNNY BULL MlNOR 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * DE.TECI'IVE WEEK.LIES , Union Jacks ; other 0 . 8 . B. ' s FOR SALE. 
LAURIE yOUN('.; , 211 MAY LANE, BIRMINGHAM, B14 4AW. 
* * * * * * * * * * • * * * * * * ~ * ~ * * * * * * * * * * * * * * k • * * * * * * ODDS AND B8IIB No. 2 . s .a.e. for list . 
DAWKINS, 33 rVY HOUSE P.!\RJ<, HENLADE, TAUNTON, SOMERSET, TA3 5HR. 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ~ * * * • * * * * * * * * "I dentificati on guide to o.c . Thomson Annuals " by Lofts/Adley : £2 . 75 . "The Hotsp.:1r 
Catalogue 1933 to 1959" by Lofts/Adley: E3 . 25 . "The Thr iller Index " (1929 to 1940) 
by Lofts/Adley : £1 , 95 . All three titles available exclus ive l y from Alan Cadwallender 
48 Cornwall Crescent , Brinnington , stockport , Cheshire , SKS SRB. All p rices include ' 
2nd class U .. K. Postage . (Will a.11 rny old friends and cus tan ers plea se note that I 
am not , regrettably , back in busi nes s as a comic dea ler. ) 
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D. V. Wl TH ERS (Park ston e): Way back in 1930 I jo ined t he Nelson 

Lee Pen Pals C lub, and co mmenced corre sponding w i t h an Aust ra lia n 

tad. He lik e me was ju st abou t to set foo t fo r th e fir st ti me in 

the wor ld o f co mm erce, and whil st he co mmenced l if e as a Bank 

cle r k, l jo ined th e loca l Gas Company. We kept up our cor res pon­

denc e for severa l years during which ti me he sent me a number 

of st amps co mmem or atin g t he f i rst A ust rali an Air Mai l serv ice. 

fnc i denta ll y T sti l l have t hose st amps. Unfo rtun at ely t he 'Bodyl in e' 

Test seri es cam e alo ng and his let t ers ceased abrup tly . was in 

A ustr ali a in 1 !)45 and found hi s phone numb er but befo re T cou ld 

pluck up co ur age t o r ing him I was dra f te d home. I went back in 

198 1 but could not fin d him li st ed in th e Sydney direc t ory. So George 

W. Nic holl , lat e of West Marri ckville, Sydney , A ustr al ia, and of t he 

New South Wa.les Bank, i f th is should ever reac h yo u, I woul d very 

much li ke to hear fr om you ! 

JACK OVERHIL L (Cambrid ge): Just before or af te r th e second wor ld 

war - I for get whi ch - one of t he newspapers ran a ser ies of "F ancy 

That" Fac ts, co mpl et e with pict ures to do wi t h the m. Lon g befo re 

t hat, one of t he Companion Papers did t he same thin g, at th e end 

o f t he f i rst world war or ju st aft er i t . I have a lit t le note book 

wi t h 13 of i ts pages f ill ed with very neat voca li zed Pi t man's shorthand 

o f so me of t hese " facts ", which I copi ed out . One o f the m says 

"Camb r idge rai I way st ati on is th e longest sta tio n i n England". (It 

isn' t now !) Ano th er , which l haven't on reco rd but remember well 

was t hat " Cherry hinton, near Camb r idge, is t he second dr iest place 

in Europ e". The name of th e fi rst was st ated. 
Cherr yhi nt:on is a vill age, about t hree mil es acr oss th e fie ld s 

fro m here (very muc h buil t up and modern ised). Th ere's now very 

much tal k about t he we at her. Tru mpi ngton is a dry spot , r ain ofte n 

• 

r 
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falling in Cambridge but not in nearby Trumpington. 
Man ){ readers have collec-tions of the old papers, and someone 

might obligingly look it up and be able to confirm thi s bit about 
Cherryhinton. There were no pictures with the "Fancy That" Facts 
in the Companion Paper weekly. Ripley seems a name to ring 
a bell in the newspaper "Fan cy That" . 
(IDITCRIAL 1~: Didn't Ripley do a column "Be lieve it or not" in the Daily 
Express? 01~ is my irerrory playing tricks!) 

T. P. TIERNEY (Grimsby): I was surprised that Danny did not like 
Grimslade and that he did not read the Packsaddle stories in the 
Gem. How ever , he may have changed his mind during the last 
50 years . Grimslade is my favourite Hamilton school (Apart from 
the main three, of co urse ) and I am at present re-re ading the stor ies 
for th e umpteenth time. And I prefer Packsa ddle to Cedar Creek. 

W. T. THlURBON (Cambridge): I was very inter est ed in Mr. Rowe' s 
article on Allan Quaterma i n, and am grateful to him for his kind 
referen ce to my last year ' s article in the Annual. r am i mpressed 
by Mr. Rowe's dating of Allan's life. I had not considered thi s 
in such detail, but I feel that Mr. Rowe has worked out the details 
with a s.kill worthy of Sherlock Holmes. Fitting in th e various 
journeys that Allan refers to in passing, he must have led a c rowd ed 
life. He mu st also have been pretty busy during his ti fe in England 
be tween the successful co nclusion of the search for King Solomon's 
Mines and his iast expedition, sin ce it was in this period that he 
had the two experiences with T aduki recorded in "The Ancient Allan'' 
and "All am and the Ice Gods", and the shoo ting party desc ribed 
in the opening chapters of "M aiwa 's Reve nge". 

Apan from ''Allan Quat ermain" others of Haggard's novel s 
and romances are very striking. "Red Ev e", with its setting in 
the period of the Black Death and Murgh, the personification of 
Death - a fig ure suggeste d to Haggard by Kipling - is re marka bl e; 
as also are the Egyptian sto rie s. I have recent ly re-read "Morning 
Star ". 

BILL LOFTS (London): T feel ce rtain th at th e 1956 Rainbow Annual 
mentioned! by Len Hawkey co ntained reprints in th e main of work 
by many old artists. I seem to recall on a vis i t to Fleetw ay House, 
seeing an editor with piles of back number s of papers and Annual s 
select ing mat eria l for inclusion in the vo lume. P. J. Hayward and 
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S. J. Cash weire I beli eve long dead - the former doing a lot of 

work for the Compa ni on Paper s at one time. Harry Lane if still 

alov e mu st hav e been a very old man, whilst R. J. MacDonald had 

long ceased to co ntribut e to the now Fleetway Publicat ions - th ough 

this ne eds confirmation . 
C ertainly th ere were other Tige r Tim artis t s after B. 0 . Wym er 

(who drew the cha ract ers smal ler than Foxwell) one was r believ e 

the grandson of the c reator J. Baker, whilst th e last was a Pete r 

Woolco c k. 
In all the publicit y about various characters and arti sts in th e 

press - no-o ne has so far ment ioned that Tiger Tim and the Bruin 

boys a ft er ove1· eig ht y years of co ntinu ous publi shing fin all y ended 

when Jack and Jill dated 29t h June 1985, went into Playhour . 

Though they ma y st ill appear in t he odd Annual. 

MRS. MARGERY WOODS (Scarborough): I was intere sted in t he 

piece by M. R. Tho mpson, who doesn't lik e Bunt er. But isn' t Bunt er 

our eternal wh ipping boy, our Aunt Sally, the epitome of all th e 

unlikabl e traits we would hate to recognise within ourselves? For 

a few moments T tried to imagin e li fe wit hout Bunte r. A sober ing 

tho ugh t ; for with out t he irritat ion and despairing fury engendere d 

by his appalling behavi our, Greyfri ars wou ld discove r an enormou s 

blank in their days . Poor old Coker would have to fill the breach! 

D. LANGFORD -A LLEN (Canterbury): You 'll r eme mber that durin g 

the first War the Magnet changed from ied to blue/ white, the rea son 

being given that t he analine dye was no longer available. What 

is analin e dye? I' m sure that t he la te r 'sal mon' Magnet s were not 

the same shade, even th ough - acco rdin g to the Edi t or - the colour 

was being restor ed to th e origin al. Was the dye no longer made 

in the 1930s? Tt ' s a minor poin t, but l' ve been puzzled by it for 

yea rs! 
Keep up the superb sta ndard s o f C. D. - it keeps getting better! 

TOMMY KEEN (Thame s Ditton) L en Hawkey 's artic le regarding 

the ar tists mad e int ere sti ng reading, especially as I am a great 

admire r of both Foxw ell, and Shie lds. 
The only illu stration s I have seen with Leo nard Shields' nam e 

are i n the 1920 HOLID AY ANNUAL - 'Pr ess Day in the Office of 

"The Gr ey friar s Herald'", and again in the 1922 A nnual , 'Bill y Bunt er 
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takes command in the Kitchen', an amusing pict ure, with Wun Lung 
looking vastly different to C. H. Chapman's 'Little Chinee'. These 
were both sepia illustrations. 

J. F. BURRELL (Bristol): was interested in the mention of Ninian 
Elliott in the article "The Thirt y-Nine Chaps". He is a very shadowy 
figure, little being known about him except that he shared a st udy 
No. 5 with Smith Minor. Oddl y, howe ver, he reappears in the Skilton 
hardback "Billy Bunter' s Barring-Out", 1948. He pl ays in goal in 
a seven-a·-side footbal I match . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
DESCRIBING THE · ADVENTURES OF THE MOST WONDERFUL WOMAN 

The Woman with the Black H eart is now probably one of the b!!st known characters in the world. H~ 
thrilling exploits have delighted readers in all countries where the Eng li;h language is spoken , ahd tho~ 
she is stern enough in her dealing with wrong-doer;, yet s:> unerrin g is her instinct on the side of ri~ 

and justice that all who have heard of her lo\·e her. -

"The Woman With the Black Heart" was the ove rall title for 
a long series of sto ries which appea red in "Fun & Fiction " not 
long before the First World War. 

She sounds as though she might be a villainess of the type 
po rtrayed by Theda Bara on the silent screen or by Charles Garvice 
in his popular novels of early in the centu ry. But actually she 
was a kind of female Rob in Hood, out to ri ght wrongs; much dreaded 
by wicked landlord s and much loved by noble-hearted convicts. 
The Black Heart wa s on her forehead - possibly a birthmark, or 
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maybe she was tattooed. 
Who wrote the tales I have no idea, but they were gorgeously 

imaginative, thrilling and sensation al t o a degree, and th ey are gre at 

fun to read in bed before putting out the light, all these years later. 

The illu strator was either Louis Smythe or George Wakefield. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
ST (LL ON THAT "TOP-HEAVY REMOVE" 

from Leslie Susans 

I was interested in your editorial in the Jul y issue "The Top­

heavy Remove' . As a youth I used to read the Magnet regularl y 

between the years 1928- 1931 and the S.O.L. featuring the Greyfriars 

sto ries. I'm afraid T was never really a St . Jim's fan; the Greyfriars 

character s alw ays seemed more clear ly defined to me alt hough no 

doubt many would disagree. 
I noticed in those earlier days that the members of the Gr ey­

friars Remove must have totalled around forty which is of course 

unr ea li st ic . I assume th at Frank Richard s left many of th em waiting 

in the wings as it were in case he needed one of them to feature 

in a futur e story. 
After the second World War 1 was agreeably surprised to dis­

cover that the hardback Bunter Books were being produced and I 

think I have purchased the lot . 
In those p\lblications I notice frank Richard states that the 

Remove comprised nearly 30 memb ers and in one volume which fea­

tures a fo rm e lect ion l think he accounts fo r 29. Ac t ually in the 

Bunter books I think 31 are named. This excludes a brief mention 

of Bulstrode in one of the lat er books which was obviously co mpleted 

by anoth er writ er af ter Richard s' death. He cer tainly mentions 

Bol sover who [ understand dropped out of the picture some years 

before and at least once Elliot is named who I beli eve had left years 

earlier . Having created 14 studies in the Remov e and as some of 

them were occupied by three or more members it would apper that 

a large numbe ·r of characters would be needed to fill them all as 

it hardly seems possible that some of them would be left unt ena nted . 

On the other hand he was very eco nomic al in th e use of cha racter s 

in some of the other forms especially the Upper Fourth and Shell. 
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THE CR UJISE Of THE BUNTER STREET PIRATES by W.O.G. Lofts 

Someone once wrote that "the air was thick with Bunter's around 
the start of our present century, and how right he was! 

Apart from the now world famous Fat Owl who made his inWal 
appearance in Februar y 1908, ' f rank Richards ' as 'Martin Clifford' 
had a light-fingered tramp by the nam e of Bill Bunter in the fir st 
Skimpole tale in The Gem in 1907. Under his rea l name of Charles 
Hamilton, our author featured Dame Bunter in charge of the tuck 
shop at Clive den School in The Boys ' Herald in 1906. 

Then there was of course the highly intriguing other Billy Bunter 
who appeared some eig ht month s before The Magne t of Blackmi nster 
School in the !d Vanguard written by H. Phillpott Wright - certainl y 
not our writer that has been discussed quite a lot in the past, whilst 
Sidney Drew another well known writer had a boy called Bunter 
in his sch,ool of Ranthorpe in the Boys' Realm of 1905. 

Recently however, I have come across another Bunter stor y that 
appeared many years earli er - in the Boys' Realm in No. 26, 1902, 
entitled 'The Cruise of the Bunter Street Pirate s' written by ' Captain 
Handyman' - this hiding the ide ntity of Gilber t Floyd - but better 
known as the 'Dun can Storm' of Boys' Friend Bombay Cas tle series . 
His theme of boys being on a school floating ship a similar theme 
- taken up later by 'Owen Conquest' in his Benbow s tori es in the 
Greyfriars/Boys' Herald in 1919. 

In this short run-of-the-mill tale it features Dick Bunter of 
Bunter Street who with his gl;lng become pirates . Bunter is ment ioned 
so much that the author seemed obsessed with the name, there even 
being a Bunter Dock! Certainly as a genealogist I know that the 
surnam e of Bunter is one of the most rarest one can find. It does 
have severa l meanings in various Dictionaries, ranging from Geological 
term s such as 'Bunter Beds' - or ' brightly colo ured or variegat ed' , 
to even a Bunter being ' a Low class, women of some ill repute' -
though I am certain it had originally German meanings . 

Bunter however was a house hold word from around 1885 when 
there wa!, a medical product called 'Bunter ' s Nervine' that c laimed 
to cure every thing from coughts to toothache, and quite possibly 
authors had this so popular name in mind for their characters . A 
few years ago I had some inter est ing co rre spondence with Roy Plomley 
- an avid Magnet reade r - of B.B.C. Desert Island D1scs fame -
who told me thi;it Dr. Bunter who invented the forumla was his grand­
father . 
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It would be most interesting to learn if any C.D. readers with 
their world wid,e connections have ever met or known a person with 
the surna me of Bunter. Only last year whilst visiting an air-line 
office just off Picadilly in London, I was highly intrigued to see 
on some executive's door the name of 'Da vid Bunter'. 

After seveiral weeks of deliberating whether and how to approach 
him to maybe hear the history of the name, and his reaction to 
the famous fat boy of Greyfriars (that is if he knew about him) 
my problem was solved though disappointi .ngly by the air- line offices 
being c losed down by the next time I passed the premises. So l 
have yet to mee:t a real !if e Bunter! 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
DOWN TO A DOZEN? by Simon Garrett 

Most Hamiltonians will have enjoyed the recent discussions 
on the true number count of the Remove. Ernest Baldock's interesting 
article suggests that by 1939 there were about a dozen and a half 
regulars, and I thin k that's about right but the real hard core amou nt s 
to little more than a footer team. 

These woulld be: The Famous Five, Mauleverer, Bunter and Todd, 
Vernon-Sm ith and Redwing, Hazledene and Skinner. Right through 
the Golden Age 1, most of the real drama consisted of power politics 
within this select circle. 

In the seco nd rank, to complete Mr. Baldock's basic cast of 
---~·1-- ,.. t ni,-ulrl .,.... ...... ,... .. t"ol" i .... ,...111rla• P."l""'"o"'" '1,1 .. f-r..n J:;"ic-h I i .... to u 
lt::t!:,Ulcll~, J. VVVUl , U LCllLOLJ.VCIY JlJVlUU C, • .LJ V 1.::,vvc1, .L.n . ..&1..Lvu, 1 1.:u, , J..,Jlll V J, 

Newland, Snoop, , Stott, Wibley and Wun Lung. Of these, Dutton, 
Snoop and Stott are little more than appendages to hard-core 
characters. 

All others, at least in the 1930s, were not much mote than 
names, although many of them did appear frequently. Mostl y, their 
role was just to wave the flag for their countries of origin. Oddly 
enough, Hamiltoin did bring back both Field and Brown in the postwar 
hard -back era - both in holiday storie s. 

Even more surprisingly, Eliot and Smith Minor were menti one d 
in "Bunter does hi s best" ( 1954), but that was when Wharton was 
struggling to raise a footer team and both skipper and author were 
scraping the botto m of the barrel. 

On a related theme , can some proud possessor of a full set 
of Magnets give us an authoritative history of the Remove studies 
and their varying occupants? A Herculean task, no doubt, espe cially 
in the ear ly yea1~s, but also , surely 1 a labour of love? 
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Pl ace yo ur order now for thi s book to be sent to you dir ectly 
it is publish ed. Ple ase do not send money with your or der , 
yo u will be invoiced . 

Our Numb er 6 ca t alogue of brand-new and second-ha nd books 
is st ill avai lable. If you have not received a copy, please 
ask fo r one and it will be included in yo ur order . 

HAPPY HOURS UNLIMITED 
37 Ti nshill Lane, L EEDS, LS l 6 6BU 

HAVE YOU SEEN THE ORIGINAL GR EYF RIARS? By Betty Hop ton 

As i:l native of Carmarthen town in West Wales, and a True 
and Blue Friar . I tho ught l would bring to yo ur attention a fair ly 
rec ent archeological find that should be of int erest to all Greyfriar s 
fans ; that is a genuine, lost franci sc an frlary known as Car mart hen 
Grey friars.. Could t hi s be the true or igin of that inf amous seat of 
Bunter lea1rning? 

Car mar then town is a very ancient Celtic town, built on a 
high hill overlook in g th e river Towy and it 's val ley, running rough ly 
East to West . ln fa ct t he Rom ans built a fort on th e hill, and ca lled 
it MORTDVNVM . 

Th e modern name Car marthen also has ot her anci en t and mysti­
ca l con nec t ions. The English name of Carmarth en is a contr act ion 
of the Wel sh nam e CAE RFYRDD IN, which means the cast le or fort 
of Merlin the famous Magician, and the town has many other connec­
ti ons with this famous lege nd, such as the Old Oak, which has been 
prote c ted fo r many ce nturi es, because Mer lin predicted t hat "When 
the Old Oak shal l fall, so may also ye olde to wne of CAERFYRDD IN". 

How ever , the m ai n point of int erest to us, is that the town 
of CA ER FYRDDIN also boasts an origi nal, genuine Fra ncisca n Fri ary , 
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known as th e Carmarthen Greyfriars, whose initial foundations go 
back to 1270 or a littl e earlier, under the hand of either Edward 
the 1st or his brother Edmund. The building co ntained a Spectacular 
near completed stai ned glass window, which has been dated to around 
1250 to 1280. Th e Greyfriars Friary almost became a Cathedral 
in 1536, but Bishop Barlow failed with his aim and the Fri ary con ­
tinued to collapse. 

Tn 1538 this famed seat of Welsh Ii tera tur e was closed by the 
King during hi s dissolution of monasteries, and in J 543 the Mayor 
and Alderman wrote to Henry VIII, in an att emp t to save Ca rm ar­
then's Greyfriars, ranciscan Fr iary. Thi s resulted in it's conversion 
into a grammar school, which unfortunately c losed in 1547, due to 
th e death of :it' s founder Thomas Lloyd. ln 1644 during the Civil 
War, a massive ring of fortifications was thrown arou nd Cae rf yrd din, 
some of which can still be seen toda y. 

Unfortun ately the friary then became a lost pie ce of hi stor y 
fo r sever a l ce ntu rie s and alm ost 350 year s hav e pased since the 
f ri ar y disapp ea r ed. It was not until 1983 that the Dy fed A rcheolog­
ical Trust began it's excit ing excavation whi ch has unearth ed so 
much of this ma rve ll ous Gre yf rlar s ranciscan friar y , details can 
be seen by the reco nstructed diagram . 

Have YOU seen the Original Greyfriars? I MAY HA VE. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
T RE VOR WTGNALL (From a C.D . Ed i tori al of 15 year s ago) 

Like you, I occa sionally enjo y myse lf by brow sing over old 
books. T he other day I was turning over the pages of one, in a 
second - band book shop, and I ca me on the words : "My payment for 
Sexton Blakes wa s £50 on the nail'' . 

I bought the book which wa s, apparent ly, the autobiograph y 
of a writer named Trevor Wignall. Befo re the fir st world war, he 
seemed to be doing some work for the Amalgamated Pr ess. In fact, 
he evidently did plenty of work, and he comment s that such a larg e 
quantity of his work wa s accepted because he was never in any great 
hurry to be paid for it. "There was money to spare in fleetway 
Hou se", he wr i.tes reminiscently - but st ill they liked to keep their 
writers waiting for payments due. 

"B ack wainted t o know if I was any good at boys' stories . 
J said r was. 1 had never written one, but t hat was a detail. He 
then asked if I could rip off a seria l of 80,000 words in a cou pl e 
of weeks or soi. Back did not give me an open- and-s hut comm ission, 
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but he di~~ state that he would receive me at Fleetway House the 
following k uesday, when I was to produce the opening instalment. 
I faced [m on the Tuesday with the instalment in my left hand 
and the ~bmainder of the tale in my coat. 1 had written the lot 
between f j iday night and Tuesday morning". 

That was the beginning of Wignall's association with the Amal­
gamated ~· ress. It did not take me anywhere, he says, but it did 
much mo je than pay my rent. "Back pushed me off on J. N. 
Pentelow, who knew more about top-class cricket than he did about 
running the Boys' Realm." 

One gets the impression that Wignall wrote plenty of Sexton 
Blake tal f, but I can only come across two credited to him in the 
Sexton Blake Catalogue - "The Japanese Detective" and "The House 
With the !Red Blinds" - both published in 1920. But the impression 
given by ~he autobiography is that this work for the A.P. was done 
about 191 i3. It could be, of course, that Wignall wrote stories for 
the Union Jack or other papersl and he might have extended these 
stories foll 1920 publication. No doubt our Blake experts know all 
the answe r s to this little query, and what puzzles me may be quite 
clear to t ~ em. 

* * * * J, * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
WHAT'S I~~ A MIDDLE NAME? by Len Wormull 

The l~ingle name was way out in front in the Greyfriars Stakes, 
with middle names well down the field. (Come to think of it, are 
middle na liies reall necessary? Mine's been an also ran all its life.) 
The real I inner was ran ic ar s, wfiose s iII in picRmg tile rigfi 
combinati dn of names paid off handsomely - and for backers like 
us. Who knows, he could have been on a loser with Bob Wharton, 
Harry Ch ~rry, Tom Vernon-Smith, Herbert Redwing, and other long­
shots. T~len there were those middle names. What if he had got 
his priorit f es wrong - would it have mattered? Just for an experi­
ment, let s shuffle a few names into wrong place and find out. 
But a w~, rd or warning. Beware of bogus parents - nothing was 
sacred, no1 even here! 

ASSHETO~, (pronounced Ashton) Gerald Loder: Almost certainly bogus. 
'Assheton Loder picked up his ashplant, and strode to the door.' 
Irritating, unworkable, and un-caddish sounding. Sorry about that, 
all you Geralds out there. 
WOODHE~ D Arthur Carne: Another curiosity. 'Woodhead Carne, 
of the SiJ~icth form, glanced round quickly before entering the Cross 
Keys.' d en to nickname ridicule. Joey Banks to landlord: 'Here 
comes yo~ g Woodenhead again.' Either spelling, this one for the "chop". 
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JAMES Horace I Coker: A 'jimmy Coker' smacks of a sunny disposition, 
a trait fundam ,entally wrong for the character. It was being so .ser­
ious that kept him going - as a favourite funny man. And laughter 
is a serious bu liness. Ask any comic. Let's give Horace his "remove" 

-:-back. And f ,, r dear aunt Judy's sake. 
GEORGE Willia ,m Bunter: No chance of a take-over. A good make­
weight name t~~ round him off, as it were. Georgie goring a snaffled 
cake? Perish the thought. As frank · said, Billy suggested itself. 
As befitting a celebrity, Bunter was accorded his name in full, in 
the manner of Arthur Augustus D'Arcy and Ralph Reckness Cardew, 
of St. Jim's. 
TUCKLESS Sa111~uet Bunter: Obviously an editorial joke on the Bunter 
gormandising, iYhich needed no self-advertisement. In fact, the tuck­
fullness was nerrific, as Inky would say. If we had to have him, 
then Sammy it I was. 
TARLETON Fisher fish: Slabsided and lacks euphony. Tarleton best 
suited Initially and with emphasis, as in the jingle 'Fisher T. fish'. 
The Yanks lik 

1

d this method, Franklin D. Roosevelt being a shining 
example. 'Fishy' best for time saving, and time was money to the 
'Shylock of Grefyfriars'. Yes sirree. 

for the practising 
Unusual plea from 
"Bar" this one in 

HASTINGS Pe ,ter Todd: Origin unknown. Fine 
lawyer, but unJsuited to the schoolboy apprentice. 
study-mate Bu

1
pter: 'Hastings, old Chap'. Let's 

favour of Pete I or Toddy. 
THEOPHILUS l'\lonzo Todd: Used editorially, doubtful F.R. Long-
wmcleo like 1t~ owner. ·7hEmpJrrius~ rtre- & ea~r'- tu o~ m-u-cit--iike-c~ a--6-ree ·be' === 

warrior. Too ~· trong" for our meek and mild duffer. Besides, Uncle 
Benjamin approves Lonzy. 
THEOPHILUS I rederick Trotter: Surprisingly genuine f .R. Below 
stairs, the oth ler servants chipped him about it, and he would have 
preferred Torn,! Jack, or Dick. [t all came to light in "Taking Up 
Trotter", wher J~ an imposing name was required. The one and only 
time a middle jr name was cleverly moved into first place. Or was 
it invented justl for the occasion? Other times we knew him as Fred. 

Of course l, if you were titled like Mauleverer, you could dispense 
with forename ~; altogether. We knew him as 'Lord', 'His lordship', 
and just plai ~ 'Mauly'. Lest you have forgotten, his other names 
were Herbert I lantaganet. Which reminds me. Sorry to disturb you, 
Mauly, but have ! you ever been known to say YES to anything? ••• 
'Yaas, of cours r' dear boy. I 
Ackno.iledgments: I!eter Mccall' s Greyfriars Guide; Magnet and Holiday Armual "Who's 

~1110. Taking Up Trotter (Magnet 1010). 
F.di ted by Eric Faynia, Excelsior House, 113 Cr<X>kham Rd., Cr<X>kham, Nr. Aldershot, Hants. 
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